
As Arkansans return from
around the globe to enjoy the
season with loved ones, the State
Capitol glistens with garland and
lights to welcome them “Home
for the Holidays.”

Festivities officially began
December 1 with the arrival of the
rotunda holiday tree provided by
the Arkansas Forestry
Commission. The 27-foot-tall
Eastern Red Cedar is adorned
with 75 hand-painted ornaments
representing each of the state’s
counties. The tree will remain on
display in the second floor
rotunda throughout December.

The State Capitol and grounds
were illuminated in more than
123,000 white lights during the
traditional lighting ceremony on
December 4. Secretary of State
Charlie Daniels hosted thousands
of onlookers who gathered at the
capitol grounds for Little Rock’s
Big Jingle Jubilee Holiday Parade.
Sharing in the spirit of the season,
the young and the young-at-heart
enjoyed crafting holiday
ornaments to take home and
sampling cookies and hot cider to
chase away the evening chill.

Keeping with the "Home for
the Holidays" theme, Secretary
Daniels invited as his special
guests Arkansans who have

served on active duty in Iraq.
More than 100 service members
and their families attended.
Daniels honored them for their
courage and paid tribute to the
men and women who remained
deployed.

Emceed by KARK personalities
Ernie Paulson and Barbara
Roberts, the lighting ceremony
featured music of the season
performed by the Piece of the
Rock and Top of the Rock
choruses. Alex Roberts, Willie
Morris and Michael Peters —
representing the Easter Seal Society
of Arkansas — helped throw the
switch that illuminated the Capitol
dome and grounds and kicked off
the grand fireworks display. 
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Greetings of the season,
Arkansas! The garlands are
in place, music fills the halls
and lights brighten up the
dome — it’s a beautiful time
to be at the State Capitol.

It’s such an honor to
continue the holiday
tradition that comes with
the Secretary of State’s
office. I must give a nod to
former Secretary of State
C.G. “Crip” Hall for
envisioning this gift to the
people of Arkansas.
Thousands attended our
lighting ceremony and
continue to visit the Capitol
throughout the season to
enjoy the holiday
trimmings. It is certainly
amazing to see how the
building is transformed in
just a short time.

We worked especially
hard this year to prepare
the building in time for the
December 4 lighting
ceremony. Construction
crews completed their
restoration of the grand
promenade in late
November, giving us just a 
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few weeks — shortened by rainy
weather — to put everything in place.
But it’s worth it to see the restored
features showcased by the holiday
lights.  I want to personally
acknowledge my staff for the extra
hours they worked to make the
Capitol a beautiful place to visit
during the holiday season.

While you’re here, be sure to find
your county’s ornament on the
rotunda tree and pick up a last-
minute gift in the Capitol Gift Shop.
Even if you can’t make the trip to
Little Rock, you can still enjoy some of
the sights on our website,
www.sos.arkansas.gov.

To all those who are near and
those near to our hearts, I wish you a
joyous holiday season.

Give Unique Gifts from the Natural State

Last-minute shoppers can still find unique Arkansas-themed presents at
the Capitol Gift Shop, located in the first-floor rotunda.

The shop stocks a wide
variety of Arkansas products
such as gifts, gourmet food,
and books. The Gift Shop’s
featured products include
Aromatique potpourri and
candles, J & M gourmet
foods, handmade toys and
ornaments from various
Arkansas artisans and a
variety of commemorative
items for the Clinton
Presidential Center.

An exclusive 2004 State Capitol ornament is one of the new items the
gift shop is proud to offer this year. And the talented staff can create
custom gift baskets for a one-of-a-kind gift.

State employees enjoy a 10 percent discount on all merchandise with ID.

Plan to shop for the holidays at the Arkansas State Capitol Gift Shop.
Hours of operation are 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through 
Friday. For information or to place orders, contact Leighanne Harvey at
(501) 682-3593 or e-mail leighanne.harvey@sos.arkansas.gov.

Stocking Stuffer
Tidbits

The state of Arkansas declared

Christmas a legal holiday in 1838.

More than 113,000 white lights

outline the Capitol. 

Over two miles of lights are placed

on the Capitol to decorate the

building for the holidays.

The live George Jernigan tree on the

front lawn features 10,000 lights.

The interior garland contains over

750 yards of ribbon.

The first floor poinsettia tree

contains 100 poinsettias.
a

2

Log On for Virtual Celebration
Want to re-live all of the fun and festive moments from the Capitol

Holidays? Just log on to www.sos.arkansas.gov to find the link to the
Arkansas Secretary of State’s seasonal web page.

Featured on the web page are schedules of events and choir
performances, as well as photos of the month’s festivities. View photos of
the lighting ceremony, fireworks display and festive decor.

Every choir who performs in the rotunda will be featured in an online
gallery of photos from their performance. You can also check out the
county ornaments that
adorn the second-floor
rotunda tree. These
beautifully 
hand-painted
ornaments were
introduced last year.

Please e-mail your
comments and
suggestions to
arsos@sos.arkansas.gov.
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Secretary of State Charlie Daniels continues the
state’s 66-year-old tradition by illuminating the State
Capitol in lights to celebrate the holiday season in
Arkansas. Secretary of State C.G. “Crip” Hall
established the custom of decorating the state’s Capitol
in honor of Christmas in the late 1930s as part of his
pledge to “make the Capitol a showplace.”

On December 18, 1938, the Capitol’s dome and
central pediment first came ablaze with the light of
1,000 red and blue electric bulbs. Just above the Capitol
Avenue steps, Hall placed a 25-foot evergreen on a
turntable, its branches painted silver and illuminated by
blue lights. That same year, Hall hosted a Christmas
party for disabled and ill children from the nearby
Arkansas Children’s Home and Hospital. As Santa
looked on, Hall helped distribute toys and games and
other gifts donated by state employees.

Response was swift and overwhelmingly positive.
With public opinion behind him, Hall continued to
decorate the Capitol for the Christmas season during
his 24 years in office. In 1939, the Capitol’s lights and
fir tree (placed just in front of the bronze doors) were lit
on the evening of December 11. In 1940, a cedar tree
was decorated on the east lawn, and one year later, a
papier-mâché Nativity scene was set up on the east
plaza. It was the first incarnation of what would become
ever more elaborate displays in years to come.

During the years of World War II, decorations were
scaled back due to wartime restrictions. The Capitol’s
holiday exterior remained dark until December 1945

when the elaborate displays returned. As the years
passed, more lights were added. For the 1938 display,
about 1,000 lamps burned on the Capitol dome; by
1946, the figure grew to over 4,000. In post-war years,
the tradition evolved into the Capitol’s lighting
ceremony serving as the finale to the Little Rock
Christmas parade. The celebration’s fame even spread
nationwide in 1954 when NBC broadcast “Christmas
in Arkansas” on 806 affiliated radio stations.

Public support for the festivities has continued well
beyond Hall’s death in 1961, and his successors have
sustained the Capitol’s decorating tradition, which has
evolved along with changing trends and materials. A
hand-carved catalpa wood Nativity scene replaced
rubber composite figures, and the lighting configuration
has been modified from year-to-year. Many-colored
bulbs have given way to brilliant white, with a flashing
“disco dome” making a brief appearance in 1987. By
the mid-1990s, the privately funded Nativity scene
moved from the Capitol’s east steps to a peaceful
setting on the building’s North Mall. Local
businessman Jennings Osborne — famous for the
lighting displays at his Little Rock home, Disney
World and Graceland — provided hundreds of
thousands of lights from 1995 to 2002.

Current displays hearken back to more understated
displays, reflecting the stately elegance of the Capitol
itself. Ever changing but remaining familiar, the holiday
celebration at the Capitol continues to be a beloved gift
to the people of Arkansas.
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Capitol Holiday Lighting, 1959.

‘Tis the Season of Traditions at Arkansas’s Capitol

Capitol Holiday Lighting, 2004.
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Music Fills Capitol Halls

Sounds of the holiday season have filled the halls of

the Arkansas State Capitol, courtesy of more than 150

choirs and dance troupes from around the state. The

groups helped ring in the season with daily

performances in the Capitol rotunda December 6 -17.

The choirs and dancers represented schools,

churches and volunteer groups from all areas of the

state. Conducted in the second floor rotunda, the

performances highlight the diversity of December

holidays. The annual tradition featured familiar

Christmas carols, as well as songs and performances that

celebrate Hanukkah and Kwanzaa.

To view photos from the performances, log onto

www.sos.ar.us and click on “Holidays 2004.”

The Secretary of State’s office would
like to thank our holiday sponsors:

Little Rock - KARK, Channel 4
Pine Bluff - Cooter Failla


